
 
 

IISE Annual Conference & Expo 2018 
 Poster Guidelines  

 
Congratulations on being selected to present a poster at the 2018 IISE Annual Conference & 
Expo! You have a unique opportunity to share experiences, which can benefit your peers. As 
you move closer to the day when you will present, we ask that you keep the following 
guidelines in mind. It is the mission of the Program Committee to provide conference attendees 
with the highest quality presentations. To assist with this effort, we have compiled some 
guidelines to help you enrich your poster presentations and the experience of conference 
attendees. 
 
POSTER SIZING AND LOCATION 
The size of the poster should be a maximum of 3’ 6” x 7’ 6” in landscape. Posters will be applied 
by push pins provided by conference organizers. Posters will be on display in a designated area.  
You will be able to put up your poster on a designated schedule that will be provided to you to 
you later in the process.  You are asked to remove your poster between 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 22.   
 
POSTER PRESENTATION 
Unlike presenting scientific work through a paper in which the researcher is glued to a 
computer for days, presenting a poster is quite fun. It is the only chance for the author to talk 
to the audience.  For this reason, it is important to know the message that you want to get 
across and be able to deliver it successfully. Simple, clear language and a good poster design are 
key to a successful poster presentation. Poster presenters are encouraged to prepare a short 
(2-3 minute) “elevator pitch” to describe their project to other attendees. 
 
A few tips: 

• Know the audience. 
• Be focused and know the point you want to get across. 
• Provide a brief, clearly stated background and walk the audience through the content of 

the poster by interpreting all results. 
• Do not wander too far away from your poster during the session and be available for 

discussion. 
 
POSTER FORMAT AND VISUALS 
The content of your poster should directly relate to your title and abstract. The poster should 
prominently feature the title of the work (as it appears in the accepted abstract), along with the 
names and affiliations of authors. A typical viewer tends to stop or slow down only at the 
poster that catches their eye. You only have a few seconds to attract someone's attention. An 



effective poster presents a message in a precise, interesting, and unique way. The goal should 
be to make viewers want to ask for more information.  
 
A few tips: 

• Minimize words, and make use of graphs, charts, and tables for communicating ideas. 
• Use appropriately sized fonts. 
• Be organized: the design of the poster and the style of delivery should be organized to 

be effective. Be sure the contents have a logical flow: the title should appear across the 
top, a brief introduction should appear at the upper left, the conclusions should appear 
at the lower right, and methods, data, and results should fill the remaining space. 

• Try to find ways to show what was done. Use schematic diagrams, arrows, and other 
strategies to direct the visual attention of the viewer, rather than explaining it all using 
text alone. 

• Layout and headings should be visually stimulating. 
• Avoid using too many citations, and a literature cited section is generally unnecessary. 
• Acknowledge funding sources. 

 
 
Thank you for contributing as poster presenter and have a great conference! 
 
Program Chairs 
Kash Barker, University of Oklahoma 
Diana Berry, Harsco Rail 
Chase Rainwater, University of Arkansas 


